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The objectives of the three guideline booklets 
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• To provide a quick, hands-on overview of 

selected instruments, assessment tools and 

indicators

• To provide information on the instruments, 

assessment tools and indicators that are most 

relevant for CSOs

• To suggest areas where CSOs may be able to 

contribute to more effective implementation 

à Give resources for CSOs for effective action 

towards SCP 
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CSO Strategies
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• Develop and publish challenging evidence

• Undertake consumer focused campaigning

• Lobby government

• Engage with communities

• Engage in business partnerships

• Network and create coalitions

• Convene multi-stakeholder processes

• Build alliances
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Strengths, weaknesses, existing good cases
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The current versions are still 

drafts. 

Comments and ideas are 

welcome!
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How to promote SCP at different policy levels?
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Policy instruments for SCP
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Some key messages
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- Not one single instrument: policy mix is 

needed

- Timing of policy processes: when to get 

active?

- Different levels of CSO possibilities: 

- Regulatory and economic instruments: 

processes mostly lead by governments

- Research, education, information: more 

freedom 

- How to create new strategies and more 

efficient instruments?
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Assessment tools

1Annika Varnäs

for sustainable 

consumption & production

• tools to analyse sustainability

• systematic steps

• identify, analyse and evaluate 

environmental & social impacts

• impacts of consumption and production

• single products/activities → larger scale
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Contents
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Tools included

• accounting & physical evaluation tools

• cost-benefit analysis

• risk assessments

• multi-criteria analysis

• scenario analysis

• assessment frameworks

For each of the tools

• Definition, objectives & mode of operation

• Strengths & Weaknesses

• How you can take action

• Case study

• Learn more & get inspired

Annika Varnäs
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Accounting & physical analysis tools
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• environmental accounting

• environmentally extended 

input output analysis

• economy wide material flow 

analysis

• life cycle assessment (LCA)

• substance flow analysis

Annika Varnäs
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CBA & Risk assessment
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Cost-benefit analysis
• identify advantages and disadvantages of a proposed project

• assign advantages and disadvantages monetary values

• compare costs and benefits

Risk assessment
• hazard identification

• effects (dose-response) assessment

• exposure assessment

• risk characterisation

Annika Varnäs
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MCDA & Scenario analysis

5

Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis
• define criteria

• assign weights

• assign scores

• combine weights and scores

Scenario analysis
• description of step-wise changes

• driving forces

• base year

• time horizon and time steps

• storyline

Annika Varnäs
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Assessment frameworks
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• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

• Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

• Integrated Sustainability Assessment (ISA)

Annika Varnäs
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Conclusions
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• tools measuring social impacts still quite limited

• difficult to find practical examples of use of some of the tools 

• several ways for CSOs to include assessment tools in their 

strategies

• not only the result of applying the tool itself but also the process 

that can be of importance

Annika Varnäs
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Questions
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• Are the relevant tools described?

• Are the tools well described?

• Are the tools relevant for CSO strategies?

• Are the CSO strategies well described or could some more be 

included?

e-mail: annika.varnas@sei.se

Annika Varnäs
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Why is measuring important?
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INDICATOR

• offers depth of understanding

• can be related to policy

• is sensitive to policy

• is of high quality (grounded in theory, 

reliable)

• is valid, meaning it avoids relying on 

proxies

• is comparable across domains, 

between countries and population 

groups and over time

• is communicable

• provides an overall sense of direction

“You can’t manage 

what you can’t 

measure.”
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Categories of SCP indicators

3

These (set of) indicators cover social and environmental aspects of 

sustainability.



www.action-town.euEva Burger

How to read the guideline

• Definition, objectives and mode of operation

• Strengths and weaknesses

• How CSOs can use them to take action

• Case study
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Ecological Footprint (EF)

• EF measures how much biologically productive land is required to provide 

the resources consumed, and absorb the wastes generated, by a population 

for a certain period of time (in most cases one year). 

• Global Footprint Network (GFN) 

http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/
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Source: WWF et al., 2008
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Thank you very much for your attention!
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